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Review of Advances in World Arid Climate Research ( I ): Development
and Contribution of Some Main Dryland Countries and the UN

QIAN Zheng’an' SONG Minhong> WU Tongwen® CAI Ying'
(1. Northwest Institute of Eco-£nvironment and Resources Chinese Academy of Sciences Lanzhou 730000 Gansu China;
2. Chengdu University of Information Technology Chengdu 610225 Sichuan China;
3. National Climate Center China Meteorological Administration Beijing 100081 China)

Abstract: To review the development status and advances in world dryland climate investigation in the past 70
years first of all the companion paper ( ) introduces the development status and contribution of some main
dryland countries and the UN. The main points are as follows: (1) In the 20" century there were two major
drought events occurring: one was “the dust bowl drought of 1930” US. Another one was southern Sahel long
term one from 1968—-1999. (2) The US is the strongest county in the dryland climate research in past century. Its
dry climate studies begin earlier act the leading role almost in the each branch field of its especially in putting
award and using of drought indices and the causes of the arid climate forming. (3) As a developing country
China dry climate research begin something late but some encouraging pregresses in China-Mongolia dry climate
have been already made since 1980 then say the summer water vapor transform in the center area of Northwest
China dar climate the spring dust storm in China-Mongolia zone and the dryland climate forming. (4) And also
Australia British  Japan and the UN have an important contribution to world dryland climate investigation and
combating global warming.

Key words: World drought dryland; major arid event; eight major arid zones; China-Mongolia dry zone; dry

climate forming causes



